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A statement of solidarity with Myanmar SCM and supporters of democracy in Myanmar

The volunteer senior members of Japan SCM/Student YMCA express solidarity and support
towards Burmese within and outside of Myanmar who are risking their lives to fight for the return
of democracy and their usual way of life.

Thus far, we have sent students and seniors from Japan to various programs organized by the
World Student Christian Federation Asia-Pacific (WSCF-AP), including Human Resource
Development (HRD), Student Empowerment for Transformation (SET), and School for Ecumenical
Leadership Formation (SELF). Our representatives have confronted structural issues and injustice
in this world that cannot be observed from/have been hidden from the view of this narrow and
small island nation. Among other things, our representatives’ conversations with representatives
from other Asia-Pacific countries has given them the strength to confront difficulties without losing
sight of reality. Our representatives have formed an intimate bond with them as companions from
a contemporaneous generation.

We remember the faces of every single Myanmar SCM representative. They have risked their lives
to participate in these programs. While other members were sharing freely about own countries,
they who are from Myanmar fought to remain silent. Behind that was the oppression of the
democratic movement in Myanmar by the Myanmar military and severe punishments. How did
they feel when they had to do “a cross gesture” on their lips? They have taught us that freedom
shall not be taken for granted.

Under such circumstances, we cannot forget how a Myanmar SCM representative sang vigorously.
“A Drop in the bucket is only a drop, but eventually accumulate to form a huge ocean.”
Now is the time we want to gather the drops of water from each person and stand up together

for solidarity.

We support the three statements of Myanmar SCM and raise our voices. We also call all the
members and friends of Japan SCM/Student YMCA to pray for Myanmar, upholding justice in our
hands.

1. We, Myanmar SCM strongly condemn the military’s seizure of government leaders elected
by the people, politicians, and activists and the seizure of state sovereignty.

2. We, Myanmar SCM are deeply concerned that this coup d'état will delay the future
educational goals of the country’s future students. Therefore, we will actively participate as
responsible citizens in the people’s movement against the coup.

3. Standing with the people, we strongly urge the military to emphasize the results of the
November 8, 2020 election, referendum on Myanmar’s, democratic transitions by the people,
and to adhere to democratic norms.

“Let Justice run down as water and righteousness as a mighty stream!” (Amos 5:24)
April 10, 2021
The volunteer senior members of Japan SCM/Student YMCA



